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Thb Labobeb akd the Boohoub and the 

Smyth 

To the Editors of Mod. Long: Notes. 

SiKS : — ^The common readings of MSS. Elles- 
mere and Gg, as given by Koch,^ are often 
highly interesting. Professor Koch classes a 
considerable number of passages as doubtful, 
" in which, it seems, we have to recognize tiie 
original form of the text, somehow neglected 
or defaced by Ell., Gg." It may be instructive 
to examine one of these " doubtful " passages, 
in order to understand the practice of the au- 
thor of these contaminations in the Chaucer 
text. lines A3024r-2036 in Ell., Gg read : 

" There were also of Martes divisioun 
The laborer and the bochour and the smyth 
That forgeth aharpe awerdea on his atyth." 

The other principal MSS. of the Taies read 
"harbour" for "laborer." 

Wright and Skeat have pointed out the con- 
nection between users of metal tools, especially 
edged ones, and the protection of Mars. Chau- 
cer's use of the " harbour " as " of Martes di- 
visioun " was natural enough. Why, then, the 
change in Ell., Gg, which is against both metri- 
cal and alliterative use? 

There must have been in the mind of the 
scribe an idea that a barber was no fit servant 
of Mars. Perhaps he turned to his Vegetiua, 
where he read some such statement as the fol- 
lowing, which I copied from a Scottish version 
of a century later : 

" barbouris, sootaris, writaris, and tailjeoris, 
and yair avin craft beweill considerit, yai ar 
na wortii for battell, for he may never weill 
stryke with ax or swerd yat suld have a licht 
hand to hold rasour, nedOl, or pen; for quhat 
proportione is of a nedill till a speir, or rasour 
or pen till ane ax?"* 

Vegetius vouched sufficiently, on the other 
hand, for the- butcher and the smith. 

" Smythes, writhtis, masonis, ar profitabell to 
battell werkes . . . and sa ar bouchouris, for 
yai abhor nocht ye schedding of blude. . . ." 

' A Detailed Comparison of the Eight Manuaeripta 
of Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, by John Kocb, PhJ). 
Heidelberg, 1913, pp. 83-89. 

• Extracts printed by the writer in Kittredge Anni- 
versary Papers, pp. 492-403. 



Vegetius, again, must have been authority for 
the change of "laborer" for "harbour," the 
substitution best for sound and sense alike. 
In the original the scribe must have read: 

Lib, I, cap. III. Sequitur ut, utrum de 
agris, an de urbibus utilior tiro sit, requiramus. 
De qua parte numquam credo potuisse dubitari, 
aptiorem armis rusticam plebem, quae sub divo 
et in labore nutritur.*' 

It would thus appear, from the passages cited, 
that one at least of the BIL, Gg contaminations 
can hardly be due to neglect or wilful deface- 
ment, the two causes assigned by Koch. Such 
careful alteration would nowadays be classed 
under "criticri emendation." 



Tale University. 



H. N. MagCbaoeek. 



EiN UNBEKANKTEB ENGU80HEB FaTJST- 
BUOHDBUOK 

An der Redahtion der Mod. Lang. Notes. 

Nicht unwillkommen diirfte fiir die Forschei 
der englischen Paustbiicherliteratur dife Mittei- 
lung sein, dass zu den verhaltnismassig wenigen 
englischen Faustbiicherdrucken noch ein bishei 
unbekannter hinzugefiigt werden kann. Bi 
befindet sich iu den Sammlungen der Biblio- 
th^que Rationale in Paris und ist iiberhaupl 
das einzige von den deutschen, hollandischer 
und englischen Faust-Wagnervolksbiichem, dai 
die genannte Bibliothek besitzt. Inventatre 
E. 3338 (5). London, John Wright 1634, 4". 
Grosser 19.5x14.2 em. (berm Einbinden be- 
schnitten, die urspriingliche Breite diirfte sich 
auf 15.2 cm. belaufen). Titel: The || Historie 
1 1 of 1 1 the damnable 1 1 life / and deserved 1 1 
death of doctor |[ John Faustus. || Newly 
printed and in convenient places / imperfect 
1 1 matter amended : according to the true copie 
printed || at Frankfort: and translated into 
English/ I j By P. E. Gent. 1 1 (Holzschnitt : Ein 
Zauberer ein Buch und einen Stab haltend im- 
mitten eines Kreises, dessen ITmfang in Ab- 
schnitte geteilt ist. Jeder von diesen enthalt 
ein astrologisches Zeichen. Ausserhalb des 
Krieses steigt ein Teufel aus der Erde heraus 

*Fl. Vegetii RenaH De Re Militari Lib. V; ed. 
Schwebel, 1806, p. 8. 
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und streikt seine Kralle gegen den Kreis. Als 
Hintergnind eine Mauer mit Fenster nnd auf- 
geMngten Geraten verschiedener Art.) Printed 
at London for John Wright / and are to be 
sold at the signe of the || Bible in Gilsspur 
Street neere Newgate 1634. || 44 Blatter sig- 
niert nut A-K, nicht paginiert. Gotischer 
Typensatz mit Antiqua gemischt. Bis auf den 
Holzschnitt anf dem Titelblatte keine Verzie- 
Tungen. 

Das Exemplar bildet das vierte Stiick eines 
noch im 17. Jahrhundert in weisses Fergament 
gebnndenen Sammelbandes. Es gehort schon 
seit dieser Zeit der Bibliothfeque Nationale an 
nnd enthalt keine sonstigen HerknnftSTennerke 
Oder Eandauf zeichnungen. 

Josef Feitz. 

Wien. 



BRIEF MENTION 



J. J. Rousseau raconU far leg gazettes de son 
temps, d'un dScret d I'autre (9 juin 1762 — 31 
dec. 1790). Articles recueillis par P.-P. Plan. 
Paris: Mercure de France, 1913. 333 pages. 
The purpose of this book is to give us docu- 
mentary evidence as to what contemporaries 
thought of Rousseau — in other words to do for 
Rousseau what Desgranges had done for Ro- 
manticism. To make the testimony more as- 
suredly representative, it would have been de- 
sirable to include a greater variety of docu- 
ments. Practically all the information of the 
author is derived from two sources: the Mi- 
moires de Bachaumont (1762-1785), and the 
Correspondance secrete . . . de Metra 
(1774-1787). From what we have here we 
can gather one important thing i The contem- 
poraries appreciated the * good man ' in Rous- 
seau much more than modem critics, especially 
since Sainte-Beuve, would lead us to believe. 
One cause of the prevalence of this misconcep- 
tion is that the writings of the Encyclopedists 
— ^which are conspicuously hostile to Rousseau — 
are still so widely read. Mrs. Macdonald at- 
tempted a rectification, but the one here offered 
is based on more impartial documents. 

The two "d^crets" mentioned on the title 
page are the one condemning Emile and mak- 
ing Rousseau a martyr to his ideas, and the 
one by which the Assembl^e Nationale vindi- 
cated the "auteur de VEmile et du Gontrat 
Social." 

A. S. 



The University of Illinois Studies, Vol. IV, 
No. 3, contains a variorum critical edition by 
T. E. Oliver of Sedaiae's Philosophe sans le 
savoir, preceded by a copious introduction which 
gives a long description of all known manu- 
scripts (including the famous souffleur manu- 
script), editions, and translations. The text is 
based on the second Paris edition with appendix 
(1766), which Mr. Oliver shows (pp. 9-13) — 
with a wealth of proofs that are not all 
equally convincing — io represent Sedaine's real 
thought. Certain obscurities are in evidence, 
as, for example, in the plan of the Introduc- 
tion, and a more critical method would have 
eliminated a number of unimportant variants; 
but we are under genuine obligation to the edi- 
tor for having put at our disposition, with con- 
scientious care, all the material needful for es- 
tablishing the text of this famous work. A, T. 



Mr. Emile Faguet's small volume on Honore 
de Balzac, fifty-fifth in the Les Orands Ecri- 
vains series of biographies (Hachette, 1913), 
sins like the others by being almost devoid of 
precise indications of its external sources, often 
of any indications. Its bibliography is meagre 
and purely casual; there is hardly anywhere 
an acknowledgment of even the existence of 
previous biographers, and no index; and there 
are only 34 words in the Table des matieres. 
Such defects (forced, in a way, upon all the 
contributors to this series) are as useful to the 
literary hack as they are inconvenient and even 
compromising to the writer who knows what he 
owes, knows that others know it, and yet must 
write, or is tempted to write, as if he were pre- 
senting original investigations. The original 
features of the book are due rather to its au- 
thor's wide reading, to the copious draughts 
he makes thereon for his frequently telHng 
comparisons, than to research in unfamiliar 
fields. Just as one may produce endless com- 
binations with the same pack of cards, so is it 
possible to recombine a limited niunber of his- 
torical facts; for the most part Mr. Faguet re- 
combines familiar facts, except in handling in- 
ternal evidence. We may note his " identifica- 
tions ;" also such vital (but not novel) remarks 
as these : Balzac knows only certain classes of 
men; "Ce peintre de ITiumanit^ n'est que le 
peintre, il faut se rfeigner k le dire, de la bour- 
geoisie moyenne du temps de Louis Philippe, 
avec des souvenirs du monde militaire du pre- 
mier Empire, rien de plus " (p. 55) ; there is 
hardly a child in all Balzac's works. Balzac 
belongs to no particular school but is now one 
thing, now another, and often a hybrid ; yet he 
founded a school and exercised an influence on 



